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With this firmly established background of sexual morbidity, resulting in artificial frigidity or erotic " anesthesia" in so many young women, and unreflectiveness or maladroitness in men, it is scarcely any wonder that a large proportion of marriages terminate disastrously or continue by mutual sufferance. As a counterpart of the conventionally taught woman's coldness and lack of natural sexual feeling, Balzac remarked that most men in love are like apes trying to play a violin.
Gallichan observes that many divorce cases have their primary origin in the common ignorance of men who imagine that wedlock gives them utter supremacy over the bodies of their wives. And that "the Oriental husband sets an example in this matter. His chief solicitude is the receptivity of his wife, and not solely his own satisfaction."
Another great factor in domestic infelicity is the fear on the part of the wife of undesired or too frequent impregnation, and the bearing of more children than she feels her health able to stand, or that can properly be taken care of and educated. In these instances, where